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23443 S. Hays Road
Man,eta, CA 95337
August 24, 1997

Lester Snow and BDAC Members Fax (916) 654-9780

Dear Lester and BDAC Members~

There has lately been discussion of the difficulty of treatin~
water for urban use when it contains bromides. It is generally
galderstood that bromides are brought into the Delta by Bay water
intrusion, but some people have questioned the sourue of brom!des
in the San Joaquin River.    Dr. G. T. Orlob (U.C. Davis) has
exaI~Ined ~his q~estion at the re~uest o~ the South Delta Water.
Agency. His report is dated August 1O, 1997.

Last year I made a presentation to you of Dr. Orlob’s prior
s~udles of the correlation between the salt load in the Delta
Mendota Canal and the salt load that enters the S=n Joaquln River
at troublesc~neconcentrations. You will re~all that ~he chemical
~posltion of the salt load in the DMC provides a "fingerprint"
which ~o~relates closely with the chemical c~mposition of the sal~
Ioa~ in the San Joaquin Rive~. This was true for boron and
each su~ant~al i~ni~ �onstituent that was e~amined.    There
seemed, ~herefore, to be little doubt that salts imported via ~he
DMC were the dominant sourc~ of high salinity in the san Joaquin
River. Bromide was no~ examined, however, that ti~e. This new
report =orrelate~ bromides in the same manner with the same result.

Measures that reduce Bay wa~er intrusion into ~he Delta,
incl~ding increased outflow, will reduue the bromides in the DMC,
This in turn wall reduce bromides in the Sa~ Joaq~in River.
Furthermore, the South Delta barriers substantially reduce the
extent to which DMC salts which drain into the river are then drawn
to the Federal pumps and reexported with consequent buildup of
salts in the drainage basin.

Copies of Dr. Orlob’s August Ig report wall be furnished on
request,

Dennis Westcot (Regional Board)
Dr. G. T. Orl0b
SDWA Board
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